Historic Unity Church Restoration Project

Did you know?


Unity Church is a Recognized Historic Landmark!
· The building is a major contributing structure to the North Easton Historical District

· It was built by Oliver Ames, Jr. who:
· Was the son of the Oliver Ames who founded Oliver Ames and Sons Shovel Works
· Became co-owner of the company with his brother Oakes
· Made shovels for the California Gold Rush, Australian Diamond Rush, the Civil War, and the “Shovels that Laid the Transcontinental Railroad” 
· Was President of Union Pacific Railroad when golden spike of Transcontinental Railroad was driven in – the last spike in to complete the railroad!
· Helped famous American architect HH Richardson (Trinity Church, Ames Free Library, etc.) and famous landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted (Central Park, NYC, the Rockery, etc) early in their careers
· The church is the Ames Family Memorial church

· John Ames Mitchell was the Architect
· He was an architect, painter, and author of his time

· He Founded Life Magazine
· Built of stone that was quarried locally

· Unity Church is a wonderful example of English Gothic Revival Architecture

· The first minister, Reverend William Chaffin wrote the History of Easton, Massachusetts in 1886
Unity Church is an Art Museum!

· It holds two of John LaFarge’s most important stained glass windows
· LaFarge was “one of the most innovative and versatile artists of the 19th century” – Metropolitan Museum of Art

· He predated Tiffany in the use of opaline glass
· LaFarge’s Masterpiece is the Angel of Help Window
· LaFarge’s largest piece – anywhere in the world - is the Wisdom Window
· The windows “are among the few examples of American art that remain in their original context…..significant landmarks in the history of the American arts during the late nineteenth century.” – Alice Cooney Frelinghuysen, Curator, Department of American Decorative Arts, Metropolitan Museum of Art

· The two most important pieces of art in Easton

· Look at the wooden Pulpit Screen with all the carved angel musicians!
· It was designed by Henry Vaughan, the original Architect of Washington National Cathedral

· Johannes Kirchmayer, a famous Bavarian wood carver, with works in West Point Chapel and St. Patrick’s Cathedral, NYC carved the screen
· The Rose Window is up high in the back of the church
· It was  made by the Charles Connick Studio, who led the revival of medieval style of stained glass craftsmanship

· The Oliver Ames Memorial is to the left of the pulpit , on the wall
· It was designed by H.H. Richardson – he also did Easton’s Ames Free Library and Memorial Hall, and Trinity Church in Boston
· The bust was carved by famed-Lincoln sculptor Truman Howe Bartlett

Unity Church Welcomes the Town of Easton and Others!
· There is a long history of welcoming open access to this historic building and its art. Consider this:
· Since 1975 every 5th grade student from Easton has toured the church as part of the History of Easton school curriculum

· Easton Historical Society has hosted tours of the church
· Stonehill College courses have included a tour of the building
· Victorian Society in America has visited
· The Society for Industrial History has toured the site
· The Connick Society toured the building
· The Organ Historical Society held meetings and concerts in the church
· Community Activity

· Every December, Unity Church gives a Holiday Concert as a gift to the town, during the Lighting of the Rockery Festival

· A concert is held every May to benefit WomansPlace, a shelter for women and their children
· Unity Church is a premier recital location

· The church is open to all for weddings, bar and bat mitvahs and other life-passage ceremonies

· Unity shares space with Temple Israel

· Unity Church has hosted many groups, such as
· Girl Scouts

· Alcoholic Anonymous

· Parents and Friends of Gays and Lesbians

· South Shore Coalition for No Place for Hate

· Easton Cultural Council

· The Easton Historical Commission holds its Annual Awards Ceremony here
· Unity Church has Universal Access

· The main floor and lower level are barrier free

· There is a handicap access bathroom on main floor

· Installation of a lift will be completed Spring 2006
· There is planning in progress for handicap bathroom in lower level

· Weekly Open House Hours and Tours

· Open for self-guided tours from 11 am – 2 pm every Wednesday  

· Individual tours/self guided tours easily arranged through church office
Please Support Historic Unity Church’s


Restoration Project





Please contact the Unity Church Restoration Committee at � HYPERLINK "mailto:UCRC@unity-church.com" ��UCRC@unity-church.com� with any questions or comments.
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